[Actual diagnosis, treatment and prevention of human granulocytic anaplasmosis].
Ixodes ricinus tick is widely known as a reservoir and vector for many dangerous pathogens. One of them is gram-negative bacteria called Anaplasma phagocytophilum, that may cause human granulocytic anaplasmosis (formerly called granulocytic ehrlichiosis). Development of modem diagnostics, which allows the implementation of effective pharmacotherapy, caused that this disease can be effectively detected only for last couple years. Human granulocytic anaplasmosis in most cases is not a severe ailment, but in some patients, especially improperly diagnosed and treated, it can lead to serious complications or even death. Due to non-specific clinical symptoms and a small number of laboratories proceeding specialized tests, human granulocytic anaplasmosis constitutes clinical and diagnostic problem. A significant increase in tick-borne diseases needs to increase public and physicians awareness of these issues.